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The mission of Grand Blanc 
Community Schools, the hallmark of 
academic and personal excellence, is 

to ensure students actualize their own 
unique genius, freely and without fear, 

through a system distinguished by:
• dedication to the discovery of  

profound learning
• exemplary models of character  

and judgment
• global experiences in life and living
• emphasis on individual autonomy  

and self direction
• unremitting pursuit of the highest 

human ideals.

Grand Blanc
Community Schools

Why Easterseals at GBCS?
The Strategic Plan action team members 
examined the rising instance of mental 
health issues and decided it was prudent to  
develop relationships in the community to 
give all students assistance being mentally 
and physically healthy. This partnership is a 
direct result of Strategy II, Action Plan 5. 

Easterseals of Michigan has been contract-
ed by Genesee Health Systems to provide 
outpatient therapy. The organization has  
access to a number of other services that 
may apply to an individual or family, up to 
and including home-based services for those 
students that need more intense treatment.

2018-2023 STRATEGIC PLAN

STRATEGY II:
We will create a positive 

school environment where the 
well-being of every student is 

valued and supported.

WORKING TOGETHER TO LEAD HEALTHIER LIVES.

at Grand Blanc West Middle School



Who will students see?
Grand Blanc Community Schools has been 
assigned an on-site LMSW from Easterseals of 
Michigan, Julie Doyle. Julie is an experienced 
clinician, chosen for her expertise with youth, 
experience in a school setting and in trauma 
services. She is also certified as a school social 
worker. Julie will see students on a referral 
basis at an office at WMS (or at the Easterseals 
office if preferred by the client.) The goal is to 
have Julie gradually increase her presence as 
need is demonstrated. She will be supported 
by Katie Hendricks, Clinical Supervisor and 
Katie Kogelmann, Director of Genesee Family 
Services. Julie shares her time with GBHS, and 
other assigned clients.

What are we looking for?
Any student at Grand Blanc West Middle 
School can be referred for services if you notice 
issues with their mental health or attendance. 
This might include grief, suicidal thoughts 
or expressions, attendance problems, social 
withdrawal, known trauma such as divorce, 
abuse or disaster (i.e., house fire), anxiety, 
depression, etc. If you are concerned about the 
wellbeing of the student, this is an opportunity 
to reach out. An assessment will be one of the 
first steps taken by the clinician to determine 
what they can do to help the individual.

How do I initiate a referral?
Contact should be made with the appropriate 
WMS counselor for the student. The counselor 
will take it from there. Students and/or families 
may contact their counselor if they feel they 
would benefit from onsite therapy, as well.

What happens next?
When a referral by a staff member is initiated, 
GBHS counselors will contact the family to get 
permission to contact Easterseals. The licensed 
clinician from Easterseals will then attempt con-
tact with the family within 72 hours. 2 attempts 
will be made to connect with the family, and 
if unsuccesful at that point, the clinician will 
reconnect with WMS. When contact is made, 
assuming the family does agree to services, an 
“intake” registration will happen either at WMS 
or at the Easterseals office, whichever the family 
would prefer. This must be done by an autho-
rized parent or guardian. Easterseals will make 
that appointment at a time that is convenient 
for the family, even if that requires an evening 
appointment.

Is this only at WMS?
This program has been expanded from a suc-
cessful pilot at Grand Blanc High School. Evalu-
ation will be ongoing to determine the success 
of this expansion program.

WMS COUNSELORS WILL BEGIN PROCESSING REFERRALS TO EASTERSEALS OF MICHIGAN IMMEDIATELY.
Please feel free to direct questions about Easterseals of Michigan’s services to: 

Email: gcschools@essmichigan.org • Phone: 810.238.0475 • www.easterseals.org/michigan

WORKING TOGETHER TO LEAD HEALTHIER LIVES.

 • Feelings, thoughts, behaviors  
  or actions that concern you.
 • Anxiety, depression or stress
 • Substance abuse
 • Trouble with family relationships
 • Concerns with development,
  movement or speech
 • Social and communication
  challenges
 • Navigating the justice system
 • Poor attendance

WE CAN HELP!


